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The SNA Public Policy work is available on the SNA website.  There is a section called “Advocacy: Get Involved!”  Included there are links and tools for members to use in their own advocacy. 

The following topics have been supported by SNA either by direct sign-on or by communications submitted by the Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD), SNA’s advocacy partner:

Barriers to Workforce Participation
The Social Security Task Force co-chairs submitted testimony to the Senate Committee on Finance for a hearing on barriers to workforce participation for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries (7/2/24). 

Increasing Medicaid Access
The Long Term Services and Supports Task Force co-chairs submitted a statement for the hearing on Legislative Proposals to Increase Medicaid Access and Improve Program Integrity conducted by the Energy and Commerce Committee’s subcommittee on health (6/30/24).

Ensuring Access to Medicaid Services
The Long Term Services and Supports Task Force co-chairs published a press release to thank the Department of Health and Human Services for finalizing the “Ensuring Access to Medicaid Services” rule. This rule contains provisions that will improve access to and quality of home and community-based services (HCBS) – services that are key to achieving full integration and access to community living (6/25/24).

Youth Residential Treatment Facilities
The Long Term Services and Supports Task Force co-chairs submitted a statement for the hearing conducted by the Senate Finance Committee on Youth Residential Treatment Facilities: Examining Failures and Evaluating Solutions 6/12/24).

SSA Administrative Changes
The Social Security Task Force co-chairs submitted comments about the proposed rule regarding the Use of Electronic Payroll Data to Improve Program Administration and various other administrative changes (4/15/24). 

Addressing Discrimination on the Basis of Disability
The CCD submitted this statement in support of HHS’s publication of its historic proposed rule, Discrimination on the Basis of Disability in Health and Human Service Programs or Activities. The long-awaited proposed rule updates, clarifies, and strengthens the implementing regulation for Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to address continued discrimination in medical treatment, value assessment methods, child welfare programs and activities, web and mobile accessibility, accessible medical equipment, and other situations. Published at 89 Fed. Reg. 25507 (4/11/2024).

Support for Implementing Observation Status Appeals 
An ad hoc coalition of organizations joined together more than a decade ago to advocate
for addressing the observation stays issue. Continuing the advocacy, we submitted a comment letter responding to CMS’s proposed rule on appeal rights for Medicare beneficiaries admitted to hospitals and then reclassified as outpatients on observation status. The proposed rule establishes both standard and expedited appeals for Medicare beneficiaries who are class members in Alexander v. Azar. “The proposed rule brings Medicare beneficiaries one step closer to getting a fair shake if they are changed from inpatient to observation status.” said Alice Bers, Litigation Director of the Center for Medicare Advocacy. (2/23/2024)

Adult Dental Health Coverage in the Marketplace
The Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD) submitted a comment letter , signed by SNA and others, on the Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters (NBPP) proposed rule on changing the Essential Health Benefit (EHB) to include adult oral health coverage; this change would affect all Marketplace plans and potentially, Medicaid. “Removing the prohibition on issuers including routine non-pediatric dental services as an EHB would give states the option of adding routine adult dental services as an EHB by updating their EHB-benchmark plans without having to defray the costs of that coverage.” (1/8/2024)

Minimum Nursing Home Staffing Standard Proposed by CMS
A Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) was published by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services on nursing home staffing. Although not an LCAO sign-on letter, a number of organizations collaborated on this letter to provide a comment on the proposed rule that would, for the first time, establish a minimum staff standard for nursing homes participating in Medicare and Medicaid. (11/6/23)
The requirements would be:
· The care provided by a licensed nurse should be set at 1.4 hours per resident day (HPRD), with at least 0.75 of that provided by an RN. CMS could choose to allow the facilities to meet the remainder of the licensed nurse requirement (.65 HPRD) with LPNs or RNs, or could mandate that time be met solely by LPNs; and
· The care provided by a CNA should be 2.8 HPRD.

Rental Subsidy Expansion 
CCD’s Social Security Task Force submitted a comment on a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), signed by SNA and others, supporting SSA’s proposal to expand the rental subsidy policy to make it more uniform and equitable nationwide. “SSA’s proposed rule is an urgently needed step towards ensuring that disabled people on SSI are not penalized for receiving help with housing from friends, family or other informal supports – help that is often necessary to avoid institutionalization and homelessness.” (10/22/23)


Eliminating the SSI Savings Penalty
SNA signed a Letter in support for S. 2767/H.R. 5408  SSI Savings Penalty Elimination Act introduced by Senators Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and U.S. Representatives Brian Higgins (D-NY-26) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA-1), the first bipartisan, bicameral push to reform the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program, which has not been updated in nearly 40 years and currently punishes older and disabled Americans for saving for emergencies (9/12/23).

Increasing Medicaid Access
SNA signed onto a comment letter submitted to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) by the Disability and Aging Collaborative on the Medicaid Access proposed rule  to increase access to high-quality Medicaid home and community-based services and strengthening the direct care workforce for older adults and people with disabilities (6/30/23).

Opposing Cuts Proposed by the House Appropriations Committee
SNA signed onto this CCD letter to the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Committee (7/6/23) opposing the devastating cuts to the subcommittee allocations that were approved on June 15, 2023. 

Guardianship Statement
The CCD Rights Task Force submitted a statement for the record for the Senate Special Committee on Aging hearing on Guardianships, Conservatorships, Protective Arrangements, and Alternatives (3/ 23/23). Written Testimony on Guardianship 

On the Passing of Advocate Judy Heumann
The CCD Board of Directors statement mourning the passing of Judy Heumann, a lifelong leader, and fierce local, national, and international disability rights advocate. Heumann passed away in Washington, D.C. on March 4th (3/6/23). Judy Heumann Statement

Importance of Medicaid HCBS
The CCD’s Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS) Task Force provided a statement for the written record for the Senate Special Committee on Aging in support of the committee’s efforts to highlight the importance of the Medicaid Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) program (3/9/23). Written Testimony on Medicaid HCBS

Proposed Rule on Prior Authorization under the ACA
The CCD’s Health and LTSS Task Forces provided these comments on the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) proposed rule on prior authorization and interoperability in Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and Qualified Health Plans (QHPs) sold through the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Marketplaces (hereinafter “Prior Authorization Proposed Rule”) (3/13/23). Download [ PDF]


Unwinding Medicaid and the Continuous Coverage Requirement 
The CCD’s Health and LTSS Task Forces wrote a letter to CMS regarding the unwinding of the Medicaid continuous coverage requirement. CMS guidance has laid out a series of plans, documents and data that states are required to produce. Among these is a Renewal Redistribution Plan where a state must detail how renewals and other eligibility actions will be distributed across the 12-month unwinding period. The plan must mitigate churn, account for workforce and systems capacity limitations, and establish a sustainable renewal schedule for future years (3/9/23).  Download [ PDF]

Congressional Leaders: Consider People with Disabilities
The CCD letter to congressional leaders (Leader Charles Schumer, Speaker Kevin McCarthy, Chair of Senate Appropriations Patty Murray and Vice-Chair of Senate Appropriations Susan Collins, Chair of House Appropriations Kay Granger and Ranking Member of House Appropriations Rosa DeLauro) urging them to consider the needs of people with disabilities in policy and appropriations deliberations for the 118th Congress (2/22/23). CCD Priorities Letter to Leaders

MISCELLANEOUS

New Social Security Commissioner No Stranger to Bureaucracy
Martin O’Malley, SSA’s new commissioner, is a lifelong public servant, having served as the Governor of Maryland, as the Mayor of Baltimore, and as an Assistant States Attorney. He even ran for president in 2015. According to the SSA press release, “Commissioner O’Malley is a pioneer in using performance-management and customer service technologies in government and has written extensively about how to govern for better results in the Information Age by measuring the outputs of government on a real-time basis.” The Social Security Task Force of the CCD sent a Transition Memo to Commissioner O’Malley.  

CCD Annual Reports
The CCD issued several annual reports of its various task forces in January 2024.  The reports are uncharacteristically (for an annual report) short and sweet, focusing on three issues tackled in 2023 and three issues anticipated to be worked on in 2024. A list of the reports can be found here; below are direct links to those of special interest to SNA (the Rights Task Force did not publish an annual report): 
Social Security Task Force of the CCD Annual Report 2023
Developmental Disabilities, Autism, Family Support Task Force of the CCD Annual Report 2023
Health Task Force of the CCD Annual Report 2023
Long-Term Services and Supports Task Force of the CCD Annual Report 2023

Easterseals Disability Film Challenge Entry
SNA member Stephen W. Dale forwarded this short film to SNA from the Disability Rights Bar Association listserv.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su4wwHCuz44
 
